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PUSTIC NIGHTIARE

WELCOME AND PREPARE YOURSELF FoR TERRIFING TALES OF PIASTIC WOE. FOR EACH OF THE

PIAYERS IN OUR STORIES, THE POLLUTANTS WHICH THEY SO EASILY IGNORE, COME T0 IMPACT

THEIR IVES IN SOME VERY UNFORTUNATE WAYS. THESE WE OFFER T0 YOU, DEAR READER, AS A
WARNING THATYOU MAY AVOID A SIMIIAR FATE. READ NOW IF YOU DARE:

‘TYRANNOSAURUSPLASTIGREX ON CAMPUS’

GAZE UPON MONSTROSTY OF PIASTIC WASTE.
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‘SKINDEEP IN PLASTIC’

\WITNESS THE HORRIBLE IMPACT OF INNOCENT VANY.
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IN QUEENS UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT,
SCIENTISTS LOOK ON IN HORROR AS A MONSTROUS
CREATURE RLUNS AMOK ON CAMPUS...

P brOFESSORS,
THE CREATLIRE SEEMS
TO MADE OF PLASTIC

ANALYSED THE SITUATION
AND ARE DEVELOPING A

COMMUNICATION
IS THE KEY, WE WILL
FIND OUT WHAT
MAKES IT TICK.

y -

ONCE WE CAN SPEAK
ITS LANGUAGE WE CAN
FIND A WAY TO COEXIST
PEACEFUILLY.

R RLL ARN NI B

THE MONSTER HAS GROWN SO LARGE THAT
NOTHING CAN CONTAIN IT AS IT CRASHES
THROUGH MORE AND MORE BUILDINGS.

B8-8UT THAT'S

NOT DEALING WITH THE PROBLEM

AT ALL. DON’T YOU THINK WE
SHOULD TRY... 7

NONSENSE,
YOUR PASSION IS
CHARMING 8UT LEAVE IT
TO THOSE OF US WITH
EXPERIENCE.

/ /ALL THE WASTE

PLASTICS ARE BEING

ADDED TO THE CREATURE’S g
MASS, IT'S GOING TO BE

IMPOSSIBLE TO MANAGE /=
OR CONTAIN IT,

ASSEMBLE
: \ EVERY MEMBER OF THE
= o DEPARTMENT YOU

- \ CAN FIND.




THE TEAM LOCK THEMSELVES IN
A WORKSHOP ON CAMPUS TO
TACKLE THE TASK.

I THINK WE
NEED A RADICAL PLAN,
THE KEY SEEMS TO 8E
MANAGEMENT OF OUR
WASTE AT SOURCE.

T OUTSIDE THE CREATURE HAS
GUN TO ATTACK PEOPLE BEYOND
E LINIVERSITY GROUNDS.

CAN SEE MY
HOUSE FROM

. ¥ 3 CAN WE ORGANISE
LISTEN! WE : =T A SAFE SPACE FOR THE
HAVE TO FIND A WAY TO DEAL - s L U R CREATLIPE? MAYBE WE CAN
WITH THIS IN A WAY THAT'S FAIR i B ) | HELP IT NOT FEEL
TO EVERYONE. _ § 142 I THREATENED.

WE SHOULD BEGIN WlTH
A WRITTEN STATEMENT OF
OUR FEELINGS.

Z",

I'M TRIGGERED
8Y THE WORD ‘CREATLIRE’,
IT IMPLIES IT'S A LIVING
ORGANISM.

I SUGGEST
LUSING '"MONSTER'.

FIND THAT
OFFENSIVE,

T IDENTIFY
AS MONSTER AND THAT IS
A MICRO-AGGRESSION.
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WITH SO MANY OPINIONS, JUST LIKE THE PUBLIC ™| AND JUST LIKE THE PLASTICS

AT LARGE, CONSENSUS IS IMPOSSIBLE... PROBLEM GENERALLY, EVENTUALLY
l THE CONSEQUENCES HIT US ALL.

PROFESSOR!
THERE YOU ARE.
WE'VE THOUGHT OF y
A SOLUTION... ” " THAT'S
i ADORABLE 8UT TOO

WE'VE CREATED
e e P 4 COMMUNICATION DEVICE

TO SPEAK TO IT.

WE MEAN YOU
NO HARM. YOLIR
BEHAVIOUR 15
LINACCEPTABLE.
CAN YOU €0 -
TO A LAND FILL ANO
gLRY YOURSELF? / I8V &

IT'S ATTENTION. el
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BELIEVE THIS

3 —

IN THE OFFICE OF THE HEAD OF DEPARTMENT,
ALL HOPE SEEMS LOST...

DION'T WORK!

WELL, LOOKS

LIKE THERE'S
OTHING FOR IT.

WILL You

UST LISTEN, )

WE HAVE A £
PLAN,

THE CREATURE 1S
CAUSED 8Y A 8UILD UP
OF WASTE ACCROSS
THE CAMPUS,

]

IF WE CO-ORDINATE

ALL OUR EFFORTS, IN EVERY

DEPARTMENT AND INCREASE
FACILITIES FOR RECYCLIN
ALL OUR PLASTICS...

WE CAN REDLICE \ g8
THE PROBLEM TO A 23

/ / i / yA
I d
HMM! YOU'RE i
/ SAYING A MULTI DEPARTMENT yY—mr—m—3 ff

\ APPROACH...WITH MORE 8INS
_:/f‘_ » AND STUFF?

-

THAT'S SO
CRAZY IT MIGHT
JUST WORK.

V- —m——eml

||
AND 50O A PLAN IS IMPLIMENTED, MANAGING
WASTE BECOMES A PRIORITY EVERYWHERE.
MORE RECYCLING 8INS POP UP EVERYWHERE...

fiy

i

!

ALL THE RESOURCES OF THE UNIVERSITY, FROM PROCUREMENT TO DISPOSAL LOOK
FOR WAYS TO ENGAGE IN SUSTAINABLITIY, TO FOCUS ON WHICH PLASTICS CAN BE
RECYCLED AND TO BROADCAST A MESSAGE ON THE ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT OF PLASTIC WASTE.

YOU KNOW
YOU COULD HAVE YOUR
DRINK IN A REUSABLE




=
AND SLOWLY, 8Y CO-OPERATING WITH EACH OTHER,
THE STAFF AND STUDENTSSEPARATE AND RECYCLE
EVERY PLASTIC ITEM THEY CAN FIND.
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IT'S SHRINKING!
IT'S SHRINKING!

L

EVENTUALLY THE CREATURE SHRINKS
TO A MORE MANAGABLE SIZE.

THE YOUNG SCIENTISTS ARE RECOGNISED
FOR THEIR EFFORTS AND RECIEVE AN AWARD.
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ANDY LUPIN iS R FUN,
HRRMLESS BUT VRIN
YOUNG MAN.

HE CARES FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT ONLY
ON R SURFRCE LEVEL.
BUT TONiGHT ANDY
WiLL FiND
0uT THRT BERUTY
iS mw
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QUEENS HALLS °F RESIDENCE, FOR SOME OF A CHYRNCE TO RELARY AND ENJOY

THE STUDENTS, BORING TUESDRY EVENINGS ERCH STHERS COMPANY.
HAVE BECOME PRMPER AND MOVIE SESSiONS...
iT i5 ANDY'S FRVOURITE
NiGHT oF THE WEEK.
WAIT 3
FOR ME - “ -
LADIES. "
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, BUT WAIT
LOOK DEBORAH! DEREK, T HAVE A

[ LOOK UPON MY REAL FACE... ' i SECRET OF
THE FACE OF j

OH
MY 600! 1
KNEW [T,

DIDN'T, YOU SAID
DEREK WAS A
VAMPIRE.

RELAX YOU
BI& BABY. TRY ONE
WHO CARES. DAMN, ' OF THESE FACE JUST DON'T
I’M OUTTA FACE - MA @l T-oOW (T DOWN
D\ THE TOILET...

WHAT'LL T DO?
I'VE 60T AN OILY
T-ZONE/!

WE'RE SAVING THEM SORRY, WERE

THEY'RE FULL OF UP LINTIL WE FIND OUT THE BEST WAY YOU TALKING

PLASTIC AND REALLY 8AD FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT.

TO GET RID OF THEM, THEN WE'LL
DUMP THEM ALL AT ONCE.




| — | i S - -
| A SHORT TiMe LATER: | | - iN THE MOViE:
" | OH YEAH,

' Il SHE SAID TO SHOVE THEM oW WE HAVE

WOW! THAT DOWN THE TOILET...
; . DISPENSED WITH THE
WAS AMAZING, et -
. PP SUPERFICIAL LAYER OF

MY SKIN PEELS CHEEKY cOW! VANITY,WE MUST FREE THE  JB
INCREDIELE. SHE'S LEFT A PILE OF WORLD OF THEIR LNGODLY /08
THEM BESIDE THE TOILET, SELF-OBSESSION...
MIGHT AS WELL GET RID
OF THEM TOO.

NOW, WHAT DID
SHE SAY ABOUT GETTING
RID OF THEM?

FLINNY, T
THOUGHT THEY
WERE 8AD FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT OR
WHATEVER.

L LET'S N
N (sTaeT wiTh THE

B\ cricoeen. .
i |

i 'IJ (.

THE FRIENDS iN THE 9THER R99M ARE
UNRWARE °F THE iNFOLDING HORROR,

AND WE'LL SAVE THEIR
LITTLE FACES TO REMIND US
NOT TO PUT OUR FAITH IN
SHALLOW BEAUTY.

'M
6OIN& TO
B8E SICK

HARD...
TO...SPEAK!




T e
) AMHFHH WHAT

\ THE HELL! THE
FACE MASKS

S/ QuICK! EVERYBODY

GET OUT. THERE'S A
MONSTER MADE OF
FACE MASKS.

HEY 6UYS,
ANYONE FANCEY SOME

| THANKFULLY SOMEONE
KEEPS B CLEAR HERD.

WAIT A MINUTE,
=7 T KNOW THAT SMELL ANYWHERE.
[ THATS NOT A SUPERNATURAL ENTITY,
THAT'S COSMETIC PLASTICS BONDING
WITH MELTED EPIDERMIS AND

SUBCUTANEOUS FAT.
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R FEW DRYS LATER AT THE
A CiTY BOSPITAL BURNS UNT.

THE PLASTIC
HAS BEEN REMOVED
ALONG WITH A FEW
LAYERS OF SKIN.

WELL ANDY,
YOU'VE HAD A
LLUCKY ESCAPE.

WASN'T VERY
WISE TO LET THOSE
FACE MASKS 8UILD UP.
PERHAPS YOU SHOULD
USE ECO-FRIENDLY OR
BI0O-DEGRADABLE ONES
FROM NOW ON?

NOW T KNOW
YOUR VOICE IS 6GONE
B8UT IT WILL RETURN IN
A FEW WEEKS.

||I|||||| |

THAT'S THE
BAD NEWS. THE
G000 NEWS...

YOU WON'T
i . HAVE TO WAX YOUR 80DY HAIR
U TR et 3 FOR ABOUT FOUR YEARS.
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~ 7 The human impact on the environment is Now for the first time, evidence has been
=~ becoming harder to ignore than ever before; found for the presence of micro plastics
- melting ice caps, deforestation, the list goes in the human food chain and gut, the

. on. But what about the effects on our bodies? long term consequences are unknown.

You may make thoughtful choices; avoiding Published by Sciencedirect.com the research
certain foods to be more healthy, trying not makes it clear that far from being an external
to think about the pesticides and chemicals threat, plastic waste has entered the food
associated with food production. chain in a way we hadn’t known about before.

Follow the link to find out more:
https://doi.org/io.i016/j.coesh.2017.10.003
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THANK YOU ALL
FOR COMING TO THIS NEW
GARDEN SPACE AT QUEENS
UNIVERSITY...

B8UT THE TRULY
GREAT THING ABOUT THIS
PROVECT IS THAT ITS BEEN
ENTIRELY FUNDED FROM THE
PROCEEDS OF THE HONEY
WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO COLLECT
AND SELL LOCALLY.

THIS IS
TERRIFIC SUSAN,
WELL DONE.

WE HOPE THIS
WILL 8E A NICE PLACE
FOR VISITORS, STAFF
AND A HOME FOR THE

LOCAL POLLINATORS, THANKS ALAN,

HELP YOURSELF TO A
b\ FREE SAMPLE BEFORE
YOu &0.

CHEMISTRY STUDENT GORDY STRETCH
iS THINKING OF 9THER THINGS.

B8LOODY WASTE, I'D KILL EVERY

THIS WAS THE BEST
SMOKING SPOT IN see "X ZT@EA\??/ST?I'LED Foe

THE LINIVERSITY.

il




WOW! THAT
STING IS KILLING ME..
AM | HAVING AN ALEREGIC
REACTION?

ME!

THE 19GiC AND 9RDERLY NATURE 9F GORDY'S MiND
DESERTS HiM iN THE SMALL HOURS OF THE NiGHT. HiS
DREAMS ARE FILLED WiTH STING VENOM AND ANHIETY.

YOU DON'T
LOOK TOO 600D...
3 LETS SEE.

I SEE GORDY 8222
LOOKS LIKE IT5 SOMETHING

AND THE THING
1S I'VE BEEN WORKING
ON A FORMULA THAT wWOULD
KILL EVERY BUZZING
INSECT WITHIN A HALF
MILE RADIUS.

8IT OF AN
OVER REACTION.
DON'T YOU KNOW
THEY CAN HELP
YOU 8uILD up
POLLEN
IMMUNITY?




WHY WOULD T

ANY POLLINATING.

I'M TALKING

PLACE, ALISON.

NEED IMMUNITY IF THERE ISN'T
ANYTHING AROUND TO DO

SERIOUSLY,
WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUT?

ABOUT TEACHING MOTHER
NATURE TO KNOW HER

SORRY FLOWERS
B8UT I NEED TO GET MY
SMOKE ON...

YOU'RE PRETTY
AND ALL 8UT YOU'RE NOT
AS BEAUTIFIL AS A FILTER-
TIPPED, CANCER STICK,

AHHH!/ NOT A BEE IN SIGHT.
OR BUTTERFLIES, IN FACT NO
FLIES OF ANY KIND. HEH/ TOO
B8AD 8UT AT LEAST I CAN HAVE

A SMOKE IN PEACE.

GORDIE SETS T? WORK USING Hi$
SKiLLS T? PERFECT HiS FORMULA.

IDIOT!

T'LL SHOW
THE BEES WON'T BE ABLE TO
DIGEST THE NECTAR AND TOO

T’LL COVER THE
FLOWERS IN LIQUID PLASTIC,

B8AD FOR THEM.

EORDY STRETCH- ONE
<[ MOTHER NATLIRE- NIL

AHH!/ T CAN
EVEN ENJOY THE
FLOWERS TOO.

I CAN'T LINDERSTAND,
THE HONEY YEILDS ARE DOWN
DUE TO A LACK OF BEES?

HOW CAN THAT 8€E,
WE PLANTED THE MOST
ATTRACTIVE FLOWERS
THERE ARE.

BAKK!, WHAT'S
GOING ON? HEAD
SWELLING...NO...
POLLEN...IMMUNITY/

LUNGS...
FILLED WITH...
_PLASTIC.




HE'S MRDE THIS JOURNEY THROUGH THE PARK
EVERY DRY FOR YERRS BUT HE i$ DiSORIENTATED.

FEEL..AWFLL.
POLLEN...IMMUNITY...
PLASTIC...LUNGS.

LY

IT'S OK...
MADE IT TO THE
PARK...

STUMBLIG, TRiPPiNG QVER KiS *WN
FEET HE FALLS iNT? THICK BUSHES...

CRAWLING THROUGH THE
UNDERGROWTH, HE CAN'T
KNOW HE'S GOING FURTHER. |
iNT? DRRKNESS AND SECULSION,

UNTL FINALLY, RMONG UNSEEN TRASH
AND PLASTC BOTTLES, Hi$ LUNGS
STRUGGLING. WiNDPIPE CLOSING,
GORDY GRSPS HiS LAST BREATH.

CAN'T EVEN
CALL...FOR
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U GRREEN COMIC PROJECT BACRGROUND:

With recognition of the need to think more imaginatively and collectively about
ways to raise awareness and emotional engagement of Green matters in and around the
University campus, a team of staff and students at Queen’s University Belfast developed the
QUB Green Comic project. Funded by the QUB Green Fund initiative in 2019/2020, the project
involved hosting in-person and online workshops with QUB students and staff from diverse disciplines.
The aim of the workshops was to co-design an ‘educational’ comic which strives to raise awareness
of the harmful impact of plastic waste and the importance of waste reduction and recycling through
an emotive, informative, and enticing visual narrative. Workshops were facilitated by the project lead
(Dr Emma Berry, School of Psychology) and a local comic artist (Jim Lavery; revolvecomics.com).

Comi ARTIST: CoMIC EgITOR AND PROJECT LEAD:

JIM LAVERY MMA BERRY

email: papercranecomics@gmail.com email: E.Berry@qub.ac.uk
Twitter: @jimlavery1 Twitter: @EmmaBerry90

COLLABORATORS
CONTENT AND DESIGN TEAM:
BRONAGH MILLAR (Characterisation Manager, Polymer Processing Research Centre, QUB)
NICOLA KEOWN (Assistant Estates Manager, Environmental Services, QUB)
JACKIE PATRICK (Technician, School of Mathematics and Physics)
DENISE PRICF (Project manager; Polymer Processing Research Centre, QUB)
SERENE PAULY (Research Fellow, School of Mathematics and Physics)
ALAINA MACRI (PhD Student, QUB)

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS:
CONAL LOVD (Student, QUB)
HATTIE GODFREY (MSc Student, QUB)

RACHEL VAUGHAN (Environmental Officer, Estates Directorate, QUB)
KIRIN HILL (Technician, School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, QUB)
SIRAZAM MUNIRA (Student, QUB)

YIWEN YIN (Student, QUB)

BELFAST CITY COUNCIL STAFF

CHECK OUT THESE RESOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND TIPS ABOUT WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING:

WB.‘ https://www.qub.ac.uk/directorates/StudentPlus/CarbonManagement/
QUB: https://www.qub.ac.uk/directorates/EstatesDirectorate/Services/SustainabilityatQueens/
WRAP: hitps://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/plastic-packaging#

clfAR oN P LASTICS ( WRAP): https://clearonplastics.com/
BleAS T CI TY COUNCIL https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/recycling

BR YSON R LCYCLING: https://www.brysonrecycling.org/
N DII?R‘T: https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/recycling-and-reusing

EVALUATION SURVEY LINK:
pl— shorturl.at/eyORS
Pig Fee QUEEN'S QUEEN'S
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